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CONGRESSIONAL.
ttPKBC'H OF WILLIAM K. BAKKV,

or MlnOUWll'i'lf
(,<n Civil mid lUli^ioug Toleration delivered iu the House

of Representatives December Ik, 1854.
The House being HI the C«KHMw of th<' Wtofc on the

ittto <»f th«! ITnioa.
Mr. BARIO said:
Mr. CiiiMii I propose to offer some remark.-' to the

committee, at this time, on a subject which has been brought
to their notice in debate during the present action, and
which lias occupied the attention of the country, also, to#
considerable degree, during the last tV'ir months. That
subject is. iu common parlancc, called "know-nothingisui.'
1 rise to declare here the views which 1 entertain on that
subject.views which I expressed at home, during the past
summer, while ou a visit there, and whicli 1 think it ui\

duty to declare on this occasion, inasmuch u opposite
views have been mowed hue, and I was prevented answer-

ingtheni at the time they were uttered.
This society, or association, known by the name ofj

" know-nothings," is one which has recently sprung into
enatertve. Its founders arc unknown; its purposes are

unknown, because the purposes avowed by tho»e who are

supposed to belong to il.b,v those advocating it.-are COO-
trewetory hi l^rir cluusacler. Tbeae p.iipuxr> are to IjiiiI.'-
luccd, not from authorized avowals of thoseacknowledged |
to beloug to the society, hut they are to be gathered by
scrape, collected here and there from the dcclurmtiou# ol
those who are suspccted of being members, or u ho have
incidentally acquired information. It is not like other
jjoUtioni organizations here, avowing principle?, and meet¬

ing and daring t lie responsibility of the avowal. It is not
like other associations, which, having principles believed
to be of vital importance to the country, their members
are willing to declare those principles, and to stand or tall
with them. If, then, iu attempting to find out the pur¬
poses of this order, I shall do injustice to it.if I shall
ascribe to it that which its advocates deny, let members
upon thin floor, if t here be wch belonging to the order, rise
and correct nie. I shall he willing to be supplied with the
information. more willing, perhaps, than they will be to

give it.
This association appeals to that which is strong in every

country. It appeals to that feeling of nationality without
which a nation cannot exist as an independent govern¬
ment, but which, at the'Same time, w hen kindled ami mad¬
dened, may destroy all that is good iu government, and
subvert tho very principles on which it was established.
There ia no nation iu the world-.and the more intellectual,
socially and politically, the nation is, the less ready it will
be to entertain the prejudice.I say that there is no nation
upon earth in which this prejudice against foreigners and
foreign population cannot be aroused and the most beau¬
tiful and soothing effect of civilization, the loveliest influ¬
ence of our own institutions, has been to mollify this pre¬
judice against those outside our borders, and to bring the
whole family of nations, as it were, into a common broth-
erhood. According to the degree of a nation s civiliza-
tion, according aa it is high or low, you will, us a general
rule, find this prejudice aud hostility to foreigners, in
proportion as a nation is elevated in its consciousness of
power, and in its knowledge of the high duties of civiliza-
tion, will it receive and treat with respect those who spring
from a foreign soil, or are reared under the influence of
different ideas; and as it sinks iu the scale of self-respect
anft civilisation, in the same degree do you find this preju¬
dice; and as a uation is possessed of a rabble instead of a

people, it will be seen that its fury can be aroused against
all who cannot pronounce its shibboleth.
One of the most frequent justifications of this organiza-

tion, Mr. Chairman.tiie one which 1 have heard alluded
to here and elsewhere.is that there are secret associations
of foreigners which must be counteracted iu this manner.
If such political associations exist among the foreign popu-
lation of this country, it certainly seems a strange met hod
to rebuke the error by forming other associations, in which
are imbodied all that is wrong in those we condemn. We
give dignity and consequence to their conduct by imitating
it, and lose all the advantage of honest principles by level¬
ing our own conduct to the standard of those we repro-
bate. If the foreigners have adopted rules of action incom¬
patible either With social order or political rights, there
can be no duty more consistent with pure philanthropy or

stented patriotism than the attempt to Correct their error

an<J infuse into their minds juster news of the duties of the
citiaen, both to his neighbor and to the State. We have
adopted the humane and tolerant opinion of Mr. Jefferson,
the great apostle of the democratic party, and who infused
iuto it that geucrous and trusting faith in man. whether
native or alien born, w hich has been the germ of the chief
differences betw een the tw o great parties of the country.¦
" Thai little it to he feared f rom error, vihilt reaton is left
frte to combat it." The evils that we see arc not to be cured
by persecution the faggot and the stake are exploded ar¬

guments and having discarded the more open, manly, mid
responsible instruments of torture, we will not now turn
to seize upon those which are secret, sinister, and irrespon-
sible.
A few Germans (so goes the story) (iavcformed au asso¬

ciation whose purpose is, among other heterodox thing?, to
abolish the Christian Sabbath, and straightway the alarm
is given, and men who never seemed to care lor Protestant-
liui before have become disturbed. We have a body of
Christians, numerous, zealous, and devout; »e have a

press, able, skilful, and ever ready; we have a clergy,Watchful, learned,and pious; and, inoiu than all, we have
a Revelation on which, ns on a rock, is based the institu¬
tion of the Christian S abbath yet neither nor all of these
are thought sufficient to saw the Habbuth from the assault*
of a fcw nameless foreigners, and the aid of the civil au¬

thority ia invoked to devise some policy by which the tide
of German infidelity may be stayed. That remedy is
worthy of Rome herself three hundred years ago. It is
to disfranchise three millions of people, to reverse the poli¬
cy of the freest government on earth, anil, while there are
indications of progress in every nation of the civilized
world, to present ours as the only one which is going back¬
ward. If the efforts of a few hundred foreigners ^ati put
Christianity In peril, it has a feebler hold upon the nutnan

heart, and is less closely interwoven with the wants and
principles of our nature, than I had supposed.
There have been meetings held publicly In New York

city, ttnd doubtless will be again, when the Bible, the
Church, and the whole scheme of Christianity have been
denounced and held up to reprobation. These meetings
were composed of native-born citizens, and yet no remedy
has been proposed for the evil which required the disfran¬
chisement of all native-born citizens on account of the in¬
sane vagaries of a few, or which struck at the root of lie
dearest privileges of the citizen, to eradicate a transient,
though trying, evil The Bostou Investigator had for years
avowed and advocated principles utterly at war with
Christianity, yet no body of men that I know of has leagued
together, by solemn oaths, to disfranchise the editor or hi"
renders of tueir civil rights. The Uuiturianism prevalent
in and al>out Boston i.< as little acceptable to the great body
of Christians in this country as Catholicism ; <<111 the truly
noble tolerance of the people has not thought it just or

politic to attempt the extinction of herecy or infidelity by
imposing civil disabilities. The best, the only proper rem¬
edy for erroneous opinion is argument and truth, offered in
the spirit of resjiect and kilidne- and a party which in a

free country attempts to drive men by ecret or open
proscription, and to punish freedom of thought by covert

-milts of intolerance, can achieve only a temporary suc¬
cess, and escape for hut a little while the condemnation
w Inch enlightened men visit upon every form of persecu¬
tion. Wherever thought is free it will nut riot in error.
The gfe*U truths which the cou nt of man has adopted
are but grains ot wheat winnowed from bushels of ciiatl
Itisonl' by the widest excursions of thought 0Kt the
treasures of the unit erse are garnered, and the achievements
of error are often suggestive of the finest discoveries of
truth. Tour freedom and mine, Mr. Chairman, to think
right, rests upon the same guarantees as the German's right
to think irrtmy. His right to the abut* of his freedom of
thought cannot l>e assailed through the medium of law, or
the uiors criminal agency of a -ecret oath-bound associa¬
tion, without perilling our t ight to the / "yu use of our
freedom.

Secret political associations have heretofore existed in
opprenwd countries f»r enlarging the rights of the citixens
and limiting the powers of ruler? but this is the first, so
far as my reading extend*, in which the effort has been
made, through such an organization, to narrow the liberty
of man, and graft an oppressive principle ttpon the govern¬
ment There has been a strong repugn luce to theri polit¬
ical associations in this country from the earliest period of
our history. The Society of tfie Cincinnati, formed imme¬
diately after the re\ olution, and composed of men fresh
Irom the baptism or tire and blood in that holy struggle,
lias decayed, and almost expired, under the distrust felt b\
the American people of secret associations, w hich might be
wielded to the detriment of the public liberty or to serve
the ambitious purpose? of tho*e who w ould make the asso¬
ciation the instrument of their own advancement lhe
times are not so improved, nor men grown so patriotic,that a power which was denied hj-public opinion (0 the
'test patriot* of the purest day of the revolution can

be intrusted to the hands of those who can show no
peculiar el»lm, either of service or purity, to sjiei lal confi¬
dence.

Hot, sir, the purposes of this order and its organization
are distinct. The end to be accomplished and the instru-
¦uents may In-dissimilar and inconsistent When the ad-

voCHlt-a of till* religious nud i>olitieiil intolerance talk to mi
Of securing the independence of our country, of having oar
chars' U-r truly American, of utterly all foreign
mtiuti.ce and do taUou. though i liuvi- bees deluded with
the belief that «« hare long enjoyed all these blessings
still mi heart ^lows as I listen to these patriotic senti¬
ments, urged with Mich warmth and i Ux^ieuce hut when
I ask for tile means ol effecting thuae desirable ends, and am
pointed to a secret political association which the tradi¬
tions of our fathers, yet glowing with the life-blood of the
revolution. aud the instinct* ol uiy republican nature and
the i reed of the democratic party, w hose truth* 1 have been
taught to acl u|KJtnind to revere, all warn me to shun.when
I am urged to join in proscribing one jiortion of my fel-
lo w-citi/.« us because of tlieir birth, and unotber bemuse of
their religious opinions, I naturally inquire, cau the pur¬
pose of those he good who employ audi means for ill ac¬

complishment ? am Air from charging upoa the advo¬
cates ol luiow-nothingifin any wish to inflict evil anon
their country ; yet thef arej'.mth to be held rwponsible
tor utl the consequences, moral, social, and political, which
How from tlieir dot¦ trine'S.

Thus, Mr. Chairman, two distinct questionsare presented
111 examining this stibjei t.first, the purposes which the
order has in view and tsoasdly, tile means by which they
tile to be accomplished.
These purposes, a* gathered from supposed Bombers,

liom ut i spaper* professing to «dvor«te the views of the
order, and from the writings and moocheg of those affect-'
mg to tytiijMtllize with it, are

First. The exclusion of all foreigners from oflice.
Second. The extension of the term of naturalization

from tiie to twenty-one years, or sonic other period longer
than lire years.

Third. The entire repeal of the naturalization laws.
Fourthly. The exclusion of ltotnan Catholics from

office.
The means by which these things are to be accomplished

arc a secret political association, in whii h the members are

bound by the most solemn oaths to obedience, to silence,
aud to mutual fidelity.

1 shall speak tirst of the organization, and then of the
purpose? the order has in view.

I can but be/ten that a nccret political association is (lan-
yerouti to the rights of the people and to the stability of the gov-
etnment. In a free government, where every man is entitled
to declare his opinions, and there is no punishment for the
avowal of whatever doctrines he may entertain, what ex-

CU3C can there be for u resort to secrecy ? When the peo¬
ple arc oppressed by a tyrannical government, and the pen-1
alty of death awaits every man w ho dares to speak or think
against the power that is crushing him, there may indeed
be au excuse for patriots scheming in the darkness of mid-1
night, and in the security of unknown places of meeting
but, in the midst of a people w ho enjoy every liberty that
the most liberal institutions can bestow, where freedom of
thought, of speech, of action, and of the press, are the
birth-right of every man, how can a secret proscriptive or-

ganization be allowed to take root, and rights, the dearest
that man can exercise, or government protect, be taken
from the people by means so iusidious and so fruitful of;
danger?
The constitution allows no oaths to be forced upon the

voter, nor tests to bo imposed in the use of that franchise.
The sense of duty and the personal stake of each man in
the welfare of the community were thought sufficient to
insure its faithful exercise. Hut this secret association at¬
tempts to bind men by the most stringent oaths to exercise
the right of voting only as certain native patriots shall de¬
termine, in the secrecy, and perhaps in the darkness, of
midnight. The citizen who assumes these oaths and obii-
gations parts with his individual freedom, abandons his
personal independence, and comes to the polls, not an un¬
trammelled voter, but a mere machine to carry out, by his
suffrage, the elections and the purposes which others.per¬
haps against his consent.have determined on. lie barters
away his freedom who makes any pledges or swears any
oaths w hich impair his right to modify his ticket at auy
time prior to depositing it in the ballot-box. The electoral
franchise is one which is conferred on each individual who
exercises it. and which he has no right to trammel the free,
judicious use of, by private oaths and secret combinations;
and his duty is to his country and the constitution, not to
midnight caucuses of ambitious and crafty men, who glaze
over their schemes of selfishness with well-affected anxiety
for ^he public good.

It is not to tie supposed that an order so extensive and
numerous as the know-nothings could exlw 4 great while
w ithout a revelation or betrayal of its secrets, despite the
-treriuous efforts made to preserve them. A publication
was made a few weeks since, in the Boston Post, of the con¬

stitution, ritual, 4c., of the order in the State of Massachu¬
setts, and those of other States are believed, so fur as they
have been revealed, to be essentially alike. A witness,
who was heing examined in a court of justice in Massachu¬
setts, was asked if he belonged to the order, and after much
equivocation, he admitted It; and being asked further, if
the publication in the Poet was an authentic copy of the
records of the order, he replied that it was. Thus we have
reliable information as to the method of initiation into the
order, the signs, pass-words, &C., the oaths the members
take, and the purposes they have in view.

ha\ e here the oath of the candidate for admission into
the second degree council, as given, and, so far as 1 know,
uncontradicted, in the Pennsylvania!), extra, of October 6.
It is as follows

.' Ol'liyatioii..You, and each of von, of your own free
will and accord, in the presence of Almighty <»od and these
witnesses, your right hand resting on this Holy Bible and
Cross, and your left hand raised toward Heaven, or, if it
In preferred, your left hand resting on your breast, and your
right hand raised toward Heaven, in token of your sincerity,
do solemnly promise and swear that you will not mate
known to any person or persons any of the signs, secrets,
mysteries, or objects of this organization, unless it bo to
those whom, alter due examination or lawful information,
you shall find to be members of this organization in good
standing that you will not cut, carve, print, paint, stamp,
stain, or in any way, directly or indirectly, expose am of
the secrets or objects of this order, nor suffer it to be done
by others if in y >ur power to prevent it, unless it be for
official instruction that so long as you arc connected with
(his organization, if not regularly dismissed from it, you
will, in all things, or mewl, so far as this order is
concerned, comply with tho will of the majority, when
expressed in lawful manner, though it may con ict with
your personal preference, so long as it does not conilict
with the grand, State, or subordinate constitutions, the con¬
stitution of the United States of America, or that of the
Slate in which you reside; anil that you will not, under any
circumstances w hatever, knowingly recommend an unworthy
person for initiation, nor suffer it to be done if in your power
to prevent it. You furthermore promise and declare that
you will not vote nor give your influence for any man for
any office in the gift of the people, unless he be an Ameri¬
can-born citizen, in favor of Americans-born ruling Ameri¬
ca; nor if he be a Roman Catholic ; and that you will not,
unacr any uircnnutiiHce*, expo** ike name of tint/ member t)f
thin order, ttor reftill ike cjiitenre uf muck an ortlnnnotion.
To all the foregoing you bind yourselves, under the no less
penalty than that of being expelled from this order, and of
having your name posted and circulated throughout the dif-
ferent councils of the United State.- as n perjurer, and as a

traitor to ((ml and your country, as being unfit to fcn empt*yc<<
tln,l Ir tutted rountentinei il or mppiirted, in tiny bn*iiiC9M Iran*-
act inn, :ts a person totally unworthy the confidence of all
good men, and as one at whom the linger of scorn should
ever be pointed. So help you t»od!" (Kach answers, "1
do.")

There arc (evera I things in this oath well calculated to
excite the apprehension of judicious, conscientious men. It
is ciuy to |>t>rceive in how many instance* it may happen
thai adherence to it will conflict with u member's duly ns

a citizen. It may very frequently occur that a memt>er nm\

be required to testify in n ourt of justice of his ow n mem¬

bership, as in the instance before alluded to, which arose in
Massachusetts, in which the wlines endured the most pain-
ful ami harassing iruggles of mind in determining where
the obligation of duty lav whether toobey Ihe oath taken
l>eforc the court, or the one sworn in a midnight associa¬
tion; w hich claim was paramount.that of hi* country, to
whom he enol duly ami allegiance from his birth, or that
of a secret prescriptive society, which had entangled him
with oaths, and digged pitfalls about him for his conscience.
Has a citizen the moral right, and if he has the right, ig it
a worthy and judicious use of it thus to |>erplex his sense

of duty by assuming, unnecessarily, vows of the most
solt nin character, and which ho cannot disregard, even

ili obedience to that higher and more ancient duly
which reals upon us all, without incurring Ihe cen¬

sure, and (lerhaiai the punishment, of thoae with whom
he had associated ? In my judgment, sir, a man

who is a member of an established government, from
which he receives the amplest protection of person and
property, and to which, in return, he owes the amplest
measure of fidelity and obedience, has not the moral right
to take such an oath as that I have quoted. He may a*

well owe allegiance to a foreign sovereign, and lie ready
(o obey his commands, as assume obligations to any society
ol bis countrymen which place him in collision with his
own government. So plain and almost self-evident ii this
truth, lhat a \ear since no one in thin country could have
lai n found to question it, as no one wiil a year or two

hence, when this bubble, with its tint* that delude som»

riM, shall have passed into oblivion, wilh its elder broth¬
ers, the alien and sedition laws, and Ihe public mind
-.waved from its self-poised equilibrium by a temporary .*-

citemeat, shall have recovered it* juat position.
Many who have joined this association under the best

of the thousand inducements by which good men have
lieen seduced into a conneiion w ith it, w hen they come to

estimate calmly and justly the false position in which they

have placed tbemselve*. will do, as ttwuudi of otbtti
have done already, abandon it; and feeling that the law ¦.

ami the Constitution of tlx ¦«' country ar, u safer measure

of publia duty, and surer guardians of public right, and
houor, and intcn.it, than the murky pTtolve# of any asso¬
ciation that ever adopted persecution for Its freed, and an

irresponsible aecMcy for itt means, can l»e, they will ienew>
their open association* with their tellow-citiw ns, ami ab¬
jure thenceforth, as the worst enemies of freedom, all po¬
litical organisation* which employ oaths, or seerecy, ur per-
secutiou. An oath such as thiu it la culpable to lake, but it
is far mure ul|>able to execute it An oath to do wrong
to violate a known duty, sworn to in excitement or heed-
Irsnnras it is aafer for the soul uiAnfully to abjure than,
under the delusive promptings of arrogance and pride, to
persitt in its completion.
The oath provider that the uieml«'r shall " not, unrier

amy i iactiMWicM, expose the name of any member of this
order, nor reveal the existence of *uch an organization
This portion of the oath, perhaps, explains why tboee not
in the order lia\e never met a man who confessed that he
belonged to it And. riir, we have heard men deny connex¬
ion Wtt!ll ii who we have every reason to be satisfied were
member*. Baa ain man the right to take nti oath binding
himself to the continuous statement of an untruth .' ( an
that institution be good whose first fruits are thus evil?
No, sir: it is wrong, radically wrong. Nor can th- guilt
of the deception It- escaped I>y the flimsy evasion that the
real name of the order is not "know-nothing,' and that,
consequently, a uiau may safely say he does not belong to
une of that name, though he really is connected with the
order which thv public have designated by that title, and
be well Unows it is the one alluded to by the inquirer.
Since his intention is to deceive, he is responsible lbr the
deceit. NorCM lie escape by the plea that the querist has no
right to put the question, and that be is, therefore, at
liberty to disregard the truth in his answer. It is
by no means certain that each citizen ku not the
right to nsk every other any question be may see lit, in
reference to public matters, without being liable to tin
charge of inquisition or impertinence; and though the [ar¬
son asked may have the choice of silence or speech,
he is under the common obligation that rests on all men,
if ht answers at all, to tell the truth. \<i oaths *u (>rn, how¬
ever solemnly, nor with the direst penultiet that a srerei mid¬
night association ever devised, can discharge « citizen from
the eternal duty of veracity. The difficulties in respect to
truthfulness, in which a member is involved, arise from
his oath to conceal the existence of the order and his own
connexion with it. If he were allowed to confess that
there is such an order, and that he belongs to it, he then
might frankly and consistently refuse to tell anything fur¬
ther Hut the object seems to be to protect the members
from the odium with which secret political associations
have been viewed in this countrv, and to secure the bene¬
fits of such an organisation, while they escape the respon¬
sibility of a. connexion with it. There is more of wily cun¬

ning than of republican frankness and uiAnhood in such n

course.
Iiut this secrecy necessarily destroy! all confithnet betveen

men. Till this new order sprung into existence, with it*
(rightful demands upon the conscience ofits members, there
existed among the citizens of our country such mutual truth¬
fulness that the statements of men of good character were
received without distrust upon all subjects; but since it
has come to be admitted that some men. of hitherto un¬

questioned veracity, have falsely denied their connexion
with the order of the know-nothings, and it has even been
more than suspected that some of those from whom we
have ft right to expect an especial purity of life, and by
whom we have been accustomed to be taught that it is
lietter to die than to stain our lips with untruth, have
taken the oath before quoted, and which requires of them
conduct so much at variance with their teaching, it is not
to be wondered at that tome have become skeptical of the ex-
istenee of human veracity. The whole social fabric rests
upon the belief of truth among men; and the strongest
bond of faith in an individual's truthfulness is the
well-founded opinion that he has never once voluntar¬
ily deliled his soul with falsehood. To conceal effect¬
ually their connexion with the order, the members may
be, und some possibly have been, driven to a liue ot
conduct, in my opinion, more reprehensible than a direct
denial of the truth.the acting of a protracted and syste¬
matic falsehood. Having formerly belonged to the old
whig and democratic parties, and cot daring to excite
suspicions, Or to Confirtu those already entertained, ot
their belonging to the know-nothings, by separating
themselves openly from their old friends, they still af¬
fect to retain their interest in party action and party suo-
cess, allow themselves to be treated as members of their
old parties, become possessed of information, which is
given to them, us they well know, on the beliefoftheir being
still faithful to their former friends, and yet, while acting
thus, they are under oaths which bind them to different
parties, different principles, and different candidates.
That this is no idle supposition of my own, as some cred¬

ulous persons, who think that such things cannot bo in a

free and manly country like our own, may be tempted to
exclaim, I will quote from the- resolves of a know-nothing
council in Brooklyn, New York. The preamble to those
resolves declares that "good men and true bail already been
nominated by the great political parties of the State, the
NOMINATION OK SOME OF WHOM WAS EFFECTED HY THE DtftlCT AC¬
TION ok this order.'' Ifany man, whig or democrat, had smug¬
gled himself into a meeting of the other party, by pretend¬
ing to belong to it, the judgment of all men would repro¬
bate the act as perfidious and disgraceful. The contempt
of all honorable men would follow him like a curse. What
rule of morals can tolerate in members of this order that
which is condemned in all other parties ? Their first de¬
parture from sound principles in joining the order involves
subsequent delinquencies to conceal it, and make it effect¬
ual. If trade and commerce require good faith and sin¬
cerity in those who follow those callings, how much more
are they indispensable among those who are acting for the
public, and whose conduct may influence for years their
country's welfare!

It is to be expected, with absolute certainty, that an in¬
stitution thus organized, and pursuing such purposes, will
be despotic, will trample all those sacred rights which the
contrivers of the order, and those w ho profit by the delu¬
sion. pretend it was established to secure. Tills is an* of
the wicked consequences which the most untutored sagaci¬
ty could not tail to predict. But all that could be antiii-
jutted is more than realized by tin declarations of the Brook-
lyn council, w hich find in the New York Herald, a paper
friendly to the order, and which treats the whole proceed¬
ing as authentic:

'. Whereas the action of the Grand Council of the State of;
New York, at their late session in October last, in making an

independent nomination for State oilicers without instructions
to that effect from the subordinate councils of the State, and
w ithout gi\ ing them an opportunity to participate in the se¬
lection of such candidates, and when no necessity existed for
such a course, inasmuch as coon men and "Bin had already
been nominated by the great political parties of the State,
the nomination or some of whom was effected by tin' direct
action of this order, was a departure from the true interests
and object? of this order, an unwarrantable assumption of
power, and in direct violation of resolutions adopted by the!
same grand council in June la°t;
" And whereas the Mi id grand council adopted resolutions

presented by Chauneey 8naffer, putting an unwarrantable
and u /'ant far a construction upon the obligations of the
members of this order, thereby endeavoring to coerce and
compel III, m. by threat* and penalties, to vote for the
Candidate!! so nominated by said grand council, in direct
violation of the constitution and laws of the land, and sub
versive of the genius and spirit of our republican institu¬
tions

41 And whereas the said grand council, at their recent se*
?ion, adopted a resolution, originally suggested by II. A. T.
(irauburv, requiring the members of this order, under ceruin
pains and penalties, to confess, under oath, how thev voted
at the recent election, in palpable violation of the rights and
privileges secured to, and so highly prized by, ci cry true
Vwerican: Therefore,

'' jUiolwriV, That we repudiate ami condemn the afore-men-
tioned action of the grand council as antt rv »iM, csrt/t rs-
y.nWiYnii, and lite uoe-t Uttuarramtiibltj ahtim <tbie, und Utiu-
tferoM* mtrnmption of dnpolit power ever attempted in this
republic | U Iti MyMnnsf, tnisan, in4 threats of cxeom
Mustmlvsi, only eeuaJled by the holy imfiinitiitit of St'a (N,
and only worthy of imitation by the graml cannril of >nnii

at Mom*.
.* Ifwofwrf. That anv American assenting or yielding obe

ilience to such degrading and inquisitorial requisitions in¬
herits not the spirit of his revolutionary sires, and is unwor¬
thy the name of a sou of 'VH. and descends to the level of an
ignorant I'apist.

'. /f«»olpfli, That we recommend our brethrea to pause and
calmly reflect before they aid in centralizing so dangerous a
power in the hsnds of a body who. however pure thev may
now he, mat St some future time be composed of unprinci¬
pled men who, regardless of the public Interests, will uield it'
tor their own personal aggrandizement.

"C. J. Sll KPARD, President
" W. V. lis atom, Swrtturf,"
Thus, the council, not satisfied with the oath that re¬

quired each member to vote for the nominee of the order,
attempt* to impose a new one, to discover whether the first
wan violated, with the penalty of disgraceful expulsion to
each member who wafwiwc that he vote*! any other than
the ticket of the order. Mark in what lanjrnge the Brook-
lyn council describe® the iniquitous interference with the
rights of FutlYage. See how it quotes the precedents of
Roman Papiah oppression to stigmatise th<nr own brethren,
united with themSHlves in a crusade against the freedom of
.ftffimgty the freedom of conscience, and the equality of the
ntizens. If you, air, or I, had used such terms, it might
tie said that we were denouncing what we did not under-

stand, but, reining from those who know the purpoem ami
the system of the order, and who have smarted under tl<.
rod of iU Intolerance, who hare tasted the first fruil» of
this graft of their Own culture, it way bo received as true.

It ha* been claimed iu support of th« order thai lioth of
the old parties are corrupt, and that it was Mcesoarjr to
form a ikm party .of purer principles aud bailer material
An althifeet who should pronounce both of t*o buildings
which bo had examined unsound and unsafe iu structure
and detail fcould hardly be thought reliable if he should
attempt to construct another Odince of the brick aud stone
» hich he bad just condemned aa u*ele«-< aud unworthy
Vet this order assumes to form, out of the corrupt luem-
Iters of the old parties, a society of immaculate patriots.
V few of the old partisans gel together sud rate themselves
ahove reproach, and then adopt such otbet citizens. uictu-

ben of tlii- ohl corrupt parties. us are willing lo unite iu
asserting the knavery of all other men. aud their owu

purity. This Pharisaical assumption of snperiority is
worthy of all rebuke and contempt \\ ben 1 weigh the
character*, when 1 pouder upon tlie course ol those under-
stood u» tie of this new faith, I confess I find little to mor-

tify my self-csteeui or extort my admiration. 1 find litem
to be but as other nu.ii having like infirmities as ourselves,
neither purer nor w iser, nor more patriotic, thau their fei-
tow-cit&»ii>. 1 discover in them quite as much lust of

; quite as much ruaignation in allow iug the
weight\if « to bo thrust upon themselves, aud to the
lull as much of partisan aud uncharitable feeling as others
who affect a lets degree of exemption from the ordinary
frailties of their race. Those of this order supposed to ni
iu this liou. e I must say, iu till courtesy, I cannot rank
one whit ubove the average of their fcllow-members in the
qualities of citizens or legislators. Self-canonized saints
and self-elected patriots are of questionable sluff. There is
a spontaneous distrust of the assumption that arrogates to
itself a lienjaiuiu's portion of the common stock of human
virtue and excellence ; and the claim of impostors is usu¬

ally extensive in proportion as it is groundless.
In a Ji t < government, / hold, sir. that there is mo right in a

Iwrtitrn t/f the /»>>ple, whether a minority or u majority, to
adopt a secret political policy, <n /nirsue it fm secret means.

The commonwealth is the joint product of the thought*
and wills of the people who compose it They have risked
their mutual interests in a common venture. Counsel aud
service arc due from each to all. Whutever [>ertuins to the
common benefit is the proper subject of mutual delibera-1
tion. The tlioiights aud reflection of each are proper trib¬
ute to the common fund of knowledge and when contrib¬
uted and weighed, the deliberate judgment of the society
becomes the rule of action to the members, both as to what!
purpose* of common good they shall pursue, aud how they
shall accomplish it. 1, as a member of society, may justly
expect its protection in every right which the laws or the
constitution give me.protection uot only against foreign
invasion, but also nguiust domestic violence against the
luau who assaults my person or wrests my property f'roui;
me; but not a whit less against those who, by means of *e-
ret cabals, midnight assemblages, unnatural oaths, aud
malicious combinations, would peril, impair, or destroy
any one of my civil or political rights. Society can only
protect me, can only protect itself) against Ihe effects of
these secret political associations by extirpating them.
They are the fruits and the offspring of revolution they
are the storm-bird* that portend the tempest and make it
horrible; but putrid bodies, which the thunder of anarchy
lifts from the deep in which they slumbei'cd.

.VII citizens, I think, sir, are under obligations ofc-andor
and sincerity towards each other iu matters nuiitteal. 1
think the very uuture of a free government requires it of
them. The ballot of each voter is intended to be secret
only so far as to protect him against violence, or any uu-

due influence in preparing und casting it. This right to
absolute freedom in (lerformiug this high civil act is uot
clearer than the corresponding obligation of every other
inan to refrain from every attempt to disturb, opppress, or

intimidate him in the exercise of it. Hut when the ballot
is put into the box it ceases to be a mere private act, and
becomes a part of the public history. An attempt at con¬
cealment provokes inquiry, and justifies it. There can be
but two reasons for keeping a vote secret.timidity, if we

think ourselves right, or shame aud conscious guilt, if we

believe ourselves w rong. And a man must lie deficient in
some of the better qualities of citizenship who is willing to
assign either of them as an excuse for a secret vote. And the
motives that prompt the vote,siucehe has no right to be influ-
wuwd U# any but thuseoftbe publicgood, are also proper sub¬
jects of jiiiry, and if th* voter bt a man offruand truth
Ktver. No tuan ever cast a secret vote, even if his purpose were
as kindly a one as to avoid makiug a preference between ri-
val friends, but felt his self-respect lowered, and that lie
had not acted up to the full dignity of citizenship. There
is, and there should be, no penalty attached to the exercise
of the right of voiing but the estimate w hich the public
may attach to a man's character, according us he is thought
to have used his privilege well or ill. It is simply an item
going to make up the aggregate of character. Nor should
there be laws compelling him to declare how he voted; in
free countries, the great mass of men, being independent
in fact, as well as name, will spurn concealment in the
matter and 1 do uot know, in all history, of more than
one inquisitorial attempt, by an et post facto law, to com¬

pel the voter to declare for w hom he bad voted: and this at¬
tempt, so tyrannical, was made, uot by foreigner#, who, ig¬
norant of tiif geiiiU8 of republicanism, might, unconscious¬
ly, have violated its principles; nor by the old parties of the
country, who, immersed in senility and corruption, might
he indifferent to the forms of liberty; but by the conclave of
patriots who assembled iu New York as a know-noth-
inpr council, representatives of those who are to regenerate
America; who, mourning the decay of public spirit, and
the corruption of national virtue, nave, by ielf-*lictioi» and
the impotition of their own huntU, get themselves apart for
the work of reformation. 1 have said, and I repeat it, that
1 think there is the strongest obligation among/r«rmm to be
open and candid in all political matters. Among slaves, or

those who approach the servile condition, even though they
have the forms of freedom, secrecy is to be expected. But its
use is an unwholesome regimen for the growth and nurture
of the manly virtues. I am sure, sir, you would hardly be
w illing to cuiitinue a private partnership.and society has
often, and not inaptly, in many important respects, been
likened to one in which you know a portion of the part¬
ners had formed a secret league, in reference to partnership
business, confirmed by oaths, guarded by mysterious
ciphers, grips ot' the hand, passwords, signs ofrecognition,
and all the machinery of secrecy by which the men of dis¬
order have, from time immemorial, guarded their schemes
against the peace and the welfare of society.I am sure you
would l>ejustified in the suspicion that your lights were

very insecure, and hi taking prompt stops fur their preser¬
vation. And yet we, sir, the people of a free country, are
told that there is a political association iu our midst, secret
as the gnr <¦ except when accident has betrayed it, and as

inexorable iu the proscription of all uot connected w ith it.
If your rights are sale from it to-day, will they be so to¬
morrow tir from some secret association to be formed next
week? If the right to create *uch is recognised now, how
can it bo denied in future, when other isms will be seeking
the aid of secrecy to accomplish their schemes, or wreak
their revenge ? Free governments are controlled greatly
by precedents and general rule-, and if, for a temporary
purpose, or a scanty good, you abandon wholesome prin¬
ciple*, yon have broken down the most effectual barriers
agninst drspotism.

I'ublic opinion is oue of the most efficient restraints on
human action. The punishments of thU world seem, with
but too many, more terrible than the retribution of that
which is to come. The criticism, the censure of men often
restrains evil-disposed persons, aud an enlightened public
opinion guides and sustains the i irtiie of individuals. Wt
find the action of political juirtics is purest when it, is mostjnnder the public eye: and as the veil of secrecy is thrown
about it there is a culpable laxity of conduct. A private
caucus, though there i» no obligat ion of set reey. i» thought
less free from corruption than a public convention. Meetings
of which there is no record but the unsafe uiemory of those
present are likely to 1* less judicious than those in which
everything is recorded and published. A railroad, or other
corporation directory, whicli give* its procesdiags no pub¬
licity in a twelvemonth, is the subje< t of distrust, and too
often falls iuto downright knavery. These things we all
see and know and vet it is maiutaiued that it is possible
for an association, secret, irresponsible, its nieuiIters un¬

known, aud dein ing their connexion with it, to select its
candidates and elect them, and to control the government
of a groat country without danger to the rights of the peo¬
ple, or of corruption among the members. Where this se¬

crecy begins, freedom ends. When the streets of Paris
streamed with blood w hen the guillotine w as the only en¬

gine whose activity was not palsied by the generaj terror
that penaded the land, the orders that plunged Franceinlo
such frightful calamities issued from the midnight, secret,
irresponsible association of the jacobins. A earner that I
gius in religious and i>olitical proscription may well aud.
like theirs, with the lainp-post anil the guillotine
These new political doctors object to the secrecy which

prevails iu an ordinary convention, yet accrecv is not the
rule, but the exception, in such assemblies. They know
that the corruption which attends thein is proportioned to
the privacy with which they are conducted j that men com¬
mit acii in the safety of midnight caucuses which thev
would not dare in the light of day and the remedy the"\
offer is an association iu which all is caucus, all secrecy, all
irresponsibility. The evil **e*ptn>n which thev denounce
in others they adopt as the rule of their conduit. If a lit¬
tle secrecy works such harm in ordinary politic*, what
must the whole machinery of oaths, and grips, and pa«s-

words do for tbia new Mn-muun ' I it will work
t \ erv»i<<-rr as it ha« wrought iu the insteuoe ot the New
York council ilrttd) quoted, iU abundant harvest uf \y-
rutin), leceit, and perjury The order eiapims more
secrecy in a single night than u> used iu preparing mm) con¬
ducting l>oth the National ( unventioas of the «lug« and
democrats. How. then can this terrible poison IWiI to
work its natural effect of corruption on thtin Perhaps,
on the principle that one poison seuwtiiues neutialtav
another, the proscription and lulolentnoe which they >tut
to practice are an antidote to the aaciwj ¦vhich is loiiud
nrcessarv accomplishing their (tirpuMtThe first at owed purpose of the order which 1 shall die-
cue.i in the exclusion of ioreiguers troiu ufiee. The fledgeof llit* member on entering uih order is, Ulil " he Will not
vote, or give bin influence, lor aujr auui for any »tw Lb
the girt of the people unices be he an American-t>o*n riti-
mn. A judicious imu. it <eetns to im will hstrdly dauythat it is equally criminal to do by iodtreciM»u as W» do
openly that w hich we are forbidden under the constitu¬
tion. That instraiiiciit provide that no nto shall he a
.senator in Congress who shall not have attained to tha
nj/t of thirty years, and been nine years a utisan of tha

i ( uited Statt*, itc.; that no uuui shall lit a representativewho shall not liave attained to the s^a MtWCfety-flre
years, and been seven \ ears a citiseu of the United Stelae,"jkc. (Art. l, ieo. z and J.) TImw daaaaa -tf tha constitu¬
tion confer on alien-born citizens a cOkpiete ellglbiWfr to
seat* in the House of Representatives and Senate, when the
respective periods «t age tuid citizenship have Wu com¬
pleted, as upon uutive-boru citizens. No wan will deny that
Congress possesses no power to add, by law, to the age or
period of citizenship fixed by the constitution, and that inch
a law would he unconstitutional and void. Any attempt
to do so would l»e an assault upon a right which the
trainers of the constitution thought of sufficient importance
to guard by a special provision, and I can see no distinc¬
tion in justice between attempting to rob tlieui of the rights
by a law atul by a secret association. The tirst is the bold¬
er and manlier way of assault The men who do the in¬
jury in that case are known and responsible, tbey hold
themselves ameuable to criticism, to discussion, and to the
public judgment. They plant themselves upon the merit
of their action, and not upon the force of numbers and tha
chances of escape from detection. All men admire candor
and sincerity in political as well as other conduct. Until
now all Americans despised secret political associations,
midnight juggling, and the hatred that would strike, and
yet fear to avow the blow

There is no obligation, iu my judgment, to vote for a for¬
eigner to uny office more than for any other citizen, but
there is an obligation not to form a combination againsthim by which be is to be disfranchised, or stinted iu the
enjoyment of any constitutional right

If it be true that foreigners ure less lit for office than na¬
tive citizens, it is a gross distrust of the national com¬
mon sense to suppose that the people will not act upon it,
aad a poor commentary upon public spirit, that special
oaths, and the terror* of a secret inquisition, are needed to
urge them up to the discbarge of an obvious duty. I cannot
but believe that true policy and justice are, in this case, har¬
monious. These foreigners are in our midst; they have
come under our iuvitation, and have trusted to the libe¬
ral spirit of the age, and the generous provisions of our
laws and constitution, and our purjose should be, by act¬
ing up to the full measure of good faith, to encourage them
to the highest utumlard of republican citizenship. They
are citizens, with the right to vote, and policy dictates that
tliey should be so treated as soonest to nationalize them,that the jteculiaritics of their birth, education, language,
and ideas may be lost iu the character of our own people.There is no safety in a course that exclude* tliem from anyright which is theirs by the constitution and laws, and
which induces them, from wounded pride, to perpetuatethe distinctions which separate them front the native-born
citizens.
To a foreigner of just self-respect, the equality implied in

voting, and the right to be elected to tarry office, even
though be may never desire any, is one of the strongest ties
that can hind him iu love and interest to the fortunes of the
republic. And if, at any time, it becomes necessary to dis¬
franchise him of either, in the name of manhood, and jus¬
tice, and republicanism, let it 1m: done iu the open light of
Heaven, let it be done with the forms, the sanction, and
the- solemnity of a national act, and let him not feel him¬
self the victim of a nameless persecution, triad, condemned,
and punished, unheard, in the hateful inatiMf of the inqui¬
sition, by those who blush to avow their connexion with
the deed. Justice would teach us that foreigners should
receive a share of offices proportioned to their number, if
the subject becomes u matter of mathematical division;
but it would be more fortunate for the peace of the coun¬
try if the question of nativity uud religion were never raised,
and if selections to office were made according as Mr. Jef¬
ferson's strong questions uie answered, "Is he honest'! Is
he competent? Is he faithful to the constitution '.'"
Second. The extension of the term of naturalization to

twenty-one years, or some other period longer than live
years.
When our country wua weak, and there was apprehen¬

sion that vt might be attacked by foreign powers, anxiety
was felt to secure an influx of immigration. Tha time for
that apprehension is past. 1, sir, as an individual, have
never cherished or expressed the anxiety w hich 1 have wit¬
nessed in others to see our country goaded into premature
growth and population; though 1 have rejoiced to see
those who came here, either from choicc or to escape op¬
pression, sitting, in due time, at the national board, and
sharing equally the abundance of our unstinted hospitali¬
ty. The visiou of a splendid government, which has such
fascination for many, to me is without a chariu. I know
that its magnificence, the pomp of its officials, the number
aud equipment of its fleets and armies, are but so much
wrung from the scanty subsistence of labor. Wherever I
witness the reckless pageantry of wealth. 1 know that the
gauut shadow of poverty is near by. 1 doubt if our rapid
increase in numbers, in wealth, and power, however grati¬
fying to our pride, have been attended with a proportion¬
ate increase of those robust and homely virtues on which
aloue permanent national greatness is founded. It is thceQ'ect
of great and sudden pros|>erity to disturb the ordinary ac¬
tion of the public mind, and to introduce false and deceptive
standards of conduct. The whole nature of man runs
wild in a variety of excesses, aud this inundation of prosperi-
ty sweeps away many of the established aud respected
land-marks. Reasons such as these try the national char¬
acter mure than whole years of calamity. This has pro¬
duced that exuberance of intellectual movement, that re¬
dundancy of activity, that Egyptian fecundity of isms
which distinguish our country to-day. At such times, a
recurrence to honored and established principle# is the
most wholesome regimen for the public mind.

I believe, sir, it had been better for us if we liad never
received, since our independence, more foreigners than
could be readily assimilated to the general condition and
character of our native-born population. I do not questionthat the intermingling of nv es here is one potent element
of ouv growth ami success. Those nations have been fore¬
most in the world s history whose characters have been the
amalgam of the greatest variety of the be.-,t races of the
earth. A constant emigration of enough to produce vari¬
ety, but not to perpetuate diversity, would. believe, con¬
tribute to preserve aud increase oar vigor. But I wish to
see no foreign settlements in our country; no papers,
schools and chool-books in a foreign tongue; no regions
of country in w hich a traveller might fancy himself on the
banks of the Rhine or the green sward of Ireland. I desire
cur people to be homogeneous in language aud institution!;
I would have the first generation ol foreigners to b« tlie
last, their children 1 would have American in tongue, in
education, principle, and in law.

It is 'aid that this extension ia rendered necessary by the
.buses of tho present system.

These abuses are chiefly through false naturalization pa-
per* aud false, swearing They exist, 1 am inclined to
think, loss through any detect in the present laws thai)
through the defect in their enforcement.* The use of fal&e
naturalization ph(*ts, Illegal voting, aud the perjury at-1tendant upon both, are onenc< .-> against the laws ol the
State where they are committed aud it is to the State tri¬
bunal* that the citizens must look for redress aud the vin¬
dication <>f their rights. There is uo ground none what¬
ever--to l-clicve that grand juries would !x more active
to find Indictments under a new law than under the old
one, nor that petit juries would tie more prompt to con¬
vict

It is useless to cumber the Statuk^book with laws which
there is not the public virtue to enforce. No law can exe¬
cute itselt it must have the agency of man to administer
it, aud it is useless to attempt to maku the Imrbarous sever¬
ity of the statute atone for the apathy of the people. If it
could Ikj shown tliat the present law had been faithfully

* Sine® tho above was spoken 1 hare seen s recent deci
ion of Judge !>p»n, of the supreme (ourt of »» York on
the administration of the naturalization law*, lis remarks :
"Those courts, instead of administering this law. (of nat
urtlitalinn.,) hav<\ bv their negligence and iaalhmtioa, prac¬tically repented it, admittinK thousands to the rights of riti
/enfthip who want all the requisite* ui entitle them to *urli
adruiskiou, have lieen guilty of a gross violation of dots, and
have made the law itself odious in public estimation. "

" The man who would collect ami uobody in a single art
the operative portiotu of the various statute* on tbt> subject,
with such amendments as experieooe has thowa are neoes

nary to their due and faithful execnte n, would be a publi<
benefactor."
" When that ii done, and the lawn are administered in

their partly, It wdl he apparent that the fault* have been far
more in the administration than ia the laws themselves."

tried und fcwud loHBcKsot, tberr would aatpb r«v,..e
tu aal lite enactment of new law* Hut there « irt»
proof On the coetrary, it ia known tbm if offeu< v4 in¬

frequent, M is Ubw-gt-d indietn^nt.* are few, ami
tions still u*>r«- uuftiquent If lite onUinn m iK- in.
nltude described, if oftmcaa are so uwqv and puntslta- it*
so rnre the r(>Ol of the on li would Mem to lut deepel than
au imperfect statute. It cannot lie in Uw> law bmki ¦, tu,
that would be pointed out aud n wedied. nor in the .'

of the law, the Juries, the attorneys, and the iud«ee. tot «
wholesome public opinion would impel litem to the dis¬
charge of their dut y ; but it lice der|>er, 1 Irar it i«- iu a
irrupted (Hblic sentiment. Individuals dislike the labor
and mWHivenleuce with which .* prosecutionand after au ebullition of temper, and a lew r.. ^ -

paragraphs upon election frauds, ihr matter >.a allowed o
droit. Vdotlier reason, perhaps, .jUiia as effectual, t» that
both imrtiea iu the cities have Uwu Migaued >o the l.>»¦ pntnble work of procuring firaudt tent tous, aud each fwui
U) provoke inquiry into it* own >onduet l>* attempting >o
expose tit* crimes of the other, ltut even if all the illegal
voting complaiued of war* mofitted to foreigners, by « bvw
i* the teuiptatlou to commit tin oAnoe offered ' Ortsinlyby our own native utiseae, aud it seelus *trau>(e 'bat »b<
whole indigbatiou ia visitad upon the foreigner. whoi»
denounced as igmorant «nd corrupt, and scarce! .v a cen¬
sure i.i rioted ripu tha native who corrupted him. aud
who. t -suppose, tiy tundra* t, It to be regarded m * lutelt
gent and virtuous.*

But, Mr. Chairman, it nu.»» Ik ate that th<> wu #

evil, ivhu h in ascribed to the immigration of foreign*
mac lie justly sought for even further back Ihalt the
dition of public sentiment where it exists. A* a Niate l»
come* more refined and populoiu, the disparity in the
dition of the (teople becomes ^ritater. The inequality* <,f
wealth itttd social advantages are uior» obvious the rich
become richer, aud the poor poorer. If there lie auy tin 'ti
od of preventing thin result, political philosophy h»« t
yet announced it; and the evil lias begun to le felt u» ibtt
country in our large cities. There in, iu all of them, a p<ition ot the community, happily for us yet Huall, whoaf
sunk in vice and ignorance. As the population hi¦< .iu.,4
denser, there will be ac.cessiou* constantly to the number
and in due time there will exist a dints in this countrv im
iu the Old World, in which vice, and crime, and destitu¬
tion will be the hereditary condition. It is from thin clu.
and those who approach its condition, that the mairnal
for fraudulent voting is drawn. In agricultural region*,
where the means of living are cheap and abundant, it im
almost unknown; but, una rule, I believe the evil will IV
fouud to increase iu exact proportion with the density of
the population. So lar on this claw exist among us, a lar^e
share of it, 1 believe, will be found among the foreign pop¬
ulation; because they congregate about the cities, where
the vice of proleUirianiam mainly exist*, and because the
native population, from its superior intelligence and
familiarity with the mode of life here, has retained thu
more lucrative occupations, leaving to the foreigner tha
humbler and cheaper om«, and those which aro tirst to suf¬
fer from revulsions in trade aud commerce. Population
and production march oa cloieJy together ; there will not,
for any great length of time, be a witw disparity bet wren he
supply of food aud the number ofpeople to consume it. And
when the amount produced and that requisite for consump¬
tion are about equal, a slight decrease of the former, or of
the jupply of labor by which it is to lie produced, results in

poverty and starvation. Such is the state of things in the
greater part of Europe. Such, in a mitigated form, is gett ing
to be the condition of our larger cities. The accounts of the
destitution now prevailing in some of them, among tho hon-
edt and industrious, and the gloomy anticipations of the
coining winter, arc hcarUreuding. Vet government has not
causcd it; the tariff has not caused it; foreigners have not
caused it; uor even the present war, though that event
may have precipitated it It is the effect of those muta¬
tions which are the inevitable condition of existence, and
which are brought about by the whole varmty of those
perplexed causes which have produced thatTesult which
wc call the ''present state ot things.'1 Our very prosperity
has been as effective in bringing it about as auy other
cause. High excitements in tne commercial world are al¬
ways followed by periods of languor and depression, aud
the suggestions of quacks, and their still more dangerous
remedies, are alike to be discarded. Republican institu¬
tions can protect us against unjust legislation, oppressive
itaxes, and guilty wort, but they cannot secure us againstthe inaxoniole Uws of trade, commerce, and mauulactureo.
It is, then, unjust to ascribe to transient causes evils
whicu appear inseparable from the structure of civilized so-

dety.
But, sir, if all these evils wero the result of fraudulent

voting, how would the mischief be remedied by extending
the i>eriod of probation from five to twenty-one years? If
five years' delay is go irksome that the foreigner will ri.sk
the penalties of fraudulent voting and perjury to escape it,
it seems to me the temptation would be multiplied four¬
fold by increasing the demy to twenty-one years.
So far as the extension of the period to twenty-one years

is a sentiment, u mere gratification of a feeling or a preju¬
dice, it. is either above or beneath reason; but us a states'
man's remedy for an existing abuse, it seem* entirely in¬
competent and unsatisfactory.
The laws of uaturulizafum 1 regard as I do any other

laws, justly open to revision and amendment. If defscu
of any importance exist, they ought to be remedied prompt¬
ly and i am ready to vote for all such change as may be
found expedient. I aiu satisfied, after listening to all that
I can hear npoa the subject, to let the period of live years
remain in the statute; yet 1 am not so wedded to that
time that 1 would consider any change of it by Congress
an outrage upon the rights of foreigners, or upon the
constitution. I am very ready to hear all argument
upon the subject; but, so far as 1 have comprehended
the evils under which we are said to labor, 1 find no

adaptation in the remedy to the disease^ The great
evil of a foreign population is hardly-noticed in the dis¬
cussion, and the changes of the Law proposed, and the per¬
secuting creed of the know-nothings, are alike trivial when
compared with it The magnitude of the evil these mid-
eight reformers aee, perhaps, but fear to grapple with. The
discussion of it is too portentous, too pregnant with the high
philosophy of races, population, and government, to be han¬
dled by those whose whole political pharmacy is |H rnecution,
whose highest ambition the ejection of an Irish tide-waiter
from his office, and the summit of their statesmanship to
combine the "isms'1 that are out against the demo> ruts who
are m. The raal danger is, that foreigner's will congre¬
gale iu ,<oiue States of the Union in such numbers, pr» rv-

tug the language, manners, and traditions of the Old
World, as to root out the native population speaking he
Knglisn tongue, and that we may come to lie a confederacy
of States as foreign iu origin, iu language, customs, insti¬
tutions, and religion, a-: are the several nations combined
by force under the sway of the Bmperor of Austria or tbo
Czar of Russia. Nothing can tend to accomplish tins moro

speedily than proscription. If the foreigner finds himself
one of a degraded caste abile living among the native
population, be will naturally seek those regions in which
his own countrymen are numerous, and a little moro
concentration of the foreign population in some of the
northwestern States will give them an absolute numerical
majority, and insure the control there. In such an event
they would, of course retaliate the proscription under
which they bad suffered, they would, perhaps, become
even as intolerant as the know-notbings, and fiermit oo
native-born citizen, nor the son of a native, to vote or
hold office, they w ould send naturalized foreigners to rep¬
resent. them here in both houses, as they would have the
constitutional right to do; they would have their relative
Height in presidential elections, and the "foreign vote
would then be something distinct and palpable fot politi¬
cians to intrigue after. No state of things could be more

deplorable than the war of nu.es, of which this order
is the beginning, and if it be not crushed at once by the
honesty and common sense of the peopltk it may give f>
our history a chapter as dark and Moody at. that of the
English ret olutioss, or of the religious wars of the Ilu^>
nets and Catholics in France. You know, sir, tin. tin- is
the evil to be dreaded in the tUture, compared to whuh ail
(.erman anti-Sabbath societies, Irish riots. illegal voiinu
and foreign military companies sink into utter insignifi¬
cance, autl before which, as remedies the i tension of the
term of naturalization to twenty-one years, and the know

nothing remedy of exclusion from office, ai e but w lands
of tow to devouring flames. Neither of tif would di¬
mmish perceptibly tt»e_ numlter of immigrants »»d, «t»
the annual supfiy continues, or imcsssi's, .nr. w which
tends to perpetuate the distinction ot rax* will on
make the Ultimate danger more formidable.
The duty of excluding paupers, vagrants, convicts at.

felons u imperative and if the evd lie iui great «s

charged, tiie only surprise is, that we hav.- allowed a pub¬
lic mischief of such grant/ to exist so long 1.sm rigor¬
ous and effective, should la- enn< ted if such are not now
on the stats te-bowk; and every citizen who regard* the
public weal should un ite heartily in their enforcement.
The third remedy proposed is. the r.')<e»it of 'he natural?

nation laws. Itefore the adoption of the constitution each
,State paaeed its own laws upon this subject, sad of con r«<

there was great diversity. To obviate this, the
given the federal government " to pass uniform SBtsrahr
tion laws A« the Mtatea were exercising the power to
uatnralixe foreigners when they gave it up that the tea
night be tnade uniform.'' a failure to employ t' by ('on
grese would induce them to exercise all the r»erf>t» th* yet
Kaive, and which are very considerable, on that subject.

1 uder the constltutioii, the foreign inh« tan Is, whet
naturalised or not. are enumerated as a j*»rt of the basis of


